M.A. Degree in Communication Studies
Plan 2: Professional Option
This option for the M.A. program is designed as an alternative for those students who enter the M.A.
program primarily to pursue professional interests. It provides students who enter the program with
specific career goals the opportunity to include in their plan of study some type of practical application
of their academic work. There are three steps required to complete this plan of study successfully.
Step 1: Proposal to Pursue this Option
To secure permission to pursue Plan 2: Professional Option, you must submit a proposal, approved by
your academic advisor, to the Graduate Program Director. You should turn in your proposal no later
than the end of the second week of your second semester (or earlier if you plan on finishing the
program within one year). An acceptable proposal should include, but is not limited to, the following:
• A statement of purpose that articulates how the professional option will serve to address your
personal goals in ways that the thesis or comprehensive exam options would not.
• A discussion of your academic preparation, including undergraduate coursework as well as
specific required and elective courses on your plan of study, for doing the professional option.
• A general description of the specific type of professional application, either an internship (COM
590) or a project (COM 598), you anticipate completing for 3 credit hours in your plan of study.
Step 2: Professional Internship or Project
A. Professional Internship or Project Proposal: Before registering for credit for the internship or
project, you must submit for your advisor’s approval a more complete description of the specific
professional application experience:
1. For a professional internship (COM 590), you, the student, have the responsibility:
• To identify a site of the internship, the name of a supervisor, the duties or
responsibilities to be fulfilled, hours committed each week, etc.
• To express specifically how the internship will be supervised by the academic advisor
(e.g. making weekly journal reports and/or holding weekly sessions)
• To arrange for the academic advisor to make personal contact with the site supervisor,
at least once, preferably on site, to clarify the criteria to be met by the internship
2. For a professional project (COM 598), you, the student, have the responsibility:
• To identify the nature of the project in terms of both practical goals and academic
coursework
• To express specifically how the project will be supervised by the academic advisor
• To plan how the project will be executed (e.g., addressing such issues as resources,
scheduling, etc.)
B. After the proposal is approved, you may register (and pay) for the credit and conduct the
internship or the project. At the end of the semester in which you have completed the
professional experience, you must submit a final report of the experience, following the
guidelines on eLearning/Blackboard Learn. Only after the report is submitted will the instructor

of record (Department Chair or Graduate Program Director) submit your grade for the 3 hours of
course credit.
Step 3: Capstone Portfolio
To complete the Professional Option, you will need to submit a Capstone Portfolio, which includes the
work you have completed for this plan of study. The portfolio must be submitted to your advisor for
approval, two weeks prior to the Graduate School’s deadline for submitting results of comprehensive
exams for students not writing theses. (The approximate due dates to the department are April 1 for
May graduation, early July for August graduation, and early November for December graduation;
however, CHECK THE GRADUATE CALENDAR.)
Your Capstone Portfolio should be well prepared and organized, and contain the following sections:
1. An introduction that summarizes and updates information from your original Professional
Proposal, including your statement of purpose for your plan of study, your elective choices in
your program of study, and core courses that helped you complete your program of study and
prepare you for your internship or project
2. A review of the relevant literature from the discipline pertaining to the professional internship
or project
3. A discussion of how specific theory from coursework was applied to the project or internship
4. A report of the specific nature of the professional experience (as it occurred, rather than as it
was proposed) and a comprehensive summary of the experience (from the final report
submitted for COM 590/598 credit)
5. Copies of all original products you developed during the experience (if appropriate)
6. A bibliography
Submit a completed Master's Exam form (http://www.comstudies.ua.edu/graduate/pdf/maexamfrm.pdf)
with the portfolio. This form must be signed by the advisor, Graduate Program Director, and
Department Chair and submitted to the Graduate School, upon successful completion of the Capstone
Portfolio.
In addition to the above requirements, you are required to present a formal colloquium presentation
(required of all students), based on the professional experience.

